
 

December 17, 2020 

Dear Governor Wolf, Secretary Levine, Secretary Miller, and Director Wiessmann:  

On behalf of the membership of LeadingAge PA, a statewide association representing more than 360 providers of senior 

services ranging from housing to skilled nursing facility services, and a variety in between, I am writing to urge you to 

reconsider your COVID-19 vaccination plan to ensure that all seniors living in congregate settings are included in the earliest 

phases.   

COVID-19 

Interim Vaccination Plan, we are disheartened to know that the vaccine will not start in this setting until December 28.  Many 

other states have already begun to vaccinate individuals in nursing facilities and we would urge you to consider providing the 

vaccine to residents and staff in this setting prior to the December 28 date. 

Additionally, we strongly object that individuals residing in personal care homes or assisted living residences have been 

placed in Phase 1b of the PA plan according to the most recent public presentations.  The 

Immunization Practices (ACIP) felt it critical to include assisted living residences in the definition of Long Term Care Facility (LTCF) and 

recommend that residents and staff be included in Phase 1a of state vaccination plans after nursing facility vaccination had occurred.  

When we first reviewed the PA COVID-19 Interim Vaccination Plan, we were hopeful that personal care and assisted living would be 

included in Phase 1a as the language After skilled nursing facilities have been vaccinated, the remaining 

LTCFs should be prioritized by licensure type based on factors related to COVID-19 infection risk.   However, we subsequently 

heard that personal care homes and assisted living residents are included in Phase 1b.  This was followed with 

their vaccination will occur a week or so after nursing facilities  but based on the little we know of nursing home vaccination 

plans we are concerned that personal care homes and 

the earliest.  We urge you to move individuals living or working in this setting to Phase 1a and make sure their vaccines arrive 

as early as possible in the New Year. 

Finally, we believe the Pennsylvania must have a specific plan for seniors residing in independent living retirement communities and 

that they will be included in Phase 1b either due to age or the 

fact they live in congregate care settings, to date we have not been able to find any information on how vaccines will be administered 

to these groups or if staff working with them will be included in Phase 1b. A structured plan to vaccinate staff and residents on-site will 

optimize the safety of senior residents and protect them from visiting public clinics where likely exposure is high.  We offer our support 

to develop such a plan and can assist in bringing some of our members to the table who can provide valuable information to you 

about the planning and details necessary to make this a success. 

We would urge you to make prompt amendments to the plan as outlined above.  We look forward to working with you to give 

 hesitate to contact me.  

 

Sincerely, 

    
Adam Marles   

President and CEO    

LeadingAge PA  

 

 

  

 

       


